
FASCINATING 
World of Batik

n existence for centuries, batik expresses the beauty and 
culture of Southeast Asia in each handmade design. 

A lot of time, effort and patience is put into the creation of 
each piece of batik. The end result is a beautiful art work 
that is unique, rich in history and tells an intriguing story.
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FIRST NEW TRAIN 
FOR KELANA JAYA LINE 
TO BE OPERATIONAL BY MAY 
- Prasarana

WEIDA 
PROPERTIES 
SDN BHD

nvisioned as a boutique lifestyle 
developer focusing in prime, 

mature areas, Weida Properties Sdn 
Bhd is committed to creating lifestyle 
oriented developments that delivers 
on its promise of long-term quality.

E

Founded on the “built for life” ideal and 
sustainability, Weida Properties places 
great emphasis on creating value 
not just for the built environment, 
but also for its residents and the 
community at large. 

Its maiden project, Urbana Residences 
in up and coming Ara Damansara, 
recorded robust sales with 90% of 
the 356 serviced apartments taken 
up within a month of the launch. 
Also in the pipeline is a high rise 

project in upmarket Mont’Kiara and 
a residential development in Cheras.

A wholly owned subsidiary of Weida 
(M) Berhad, Weida Properties will 
leverage on The Group’s 30 years of 
business experience in manufacturing, 
engineering and infrastructure 
development, to build and sustain a 
legacy worthy of future generations. 

www.weida.com.my

his is indeed good news for residents 
of Subang, USJ, Ara Damansara and 

surrounding areas. Besides reducing 
traffic congestion, the LRT offers a 
cheaper alternative, saving time and 

money. Located just 600m from Urbana 
Residences, the easy connectivity will 
enhance the appeal of both residential 
and commercial developments along 
the LRT route, in the eyes of the public. 

T
The Edge Financial Daily, 19 Jan 2016

Activity 

The overall construction progress is 
currently at 90% completion. All 
structural works have been 
completed and remaining works 
are minor architectural works 
and external works underneath 
the station.
Source : myrapid.com.my 
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Message from the 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

t’s a new year and welcome to the  
first issue of Weida Properties 

Newsletter for 2016. 

We had a great start to 2016 with 
the ‘Topping Up’ ceremony at Urbana 
Residences, which is featured in 
detail on the back cover of this issue. 

It was a proud moment for all of us, 
since the first brick was laid in 2013, 
watching Urbana Residences slowly 
but surely taking shape. Owners will 
be getting the keys to their new homes 
before the year is out.  

Last November, when the construction 
of Urbana Residences crossed the 
halfway mark, Weida Properties 
successfully obtained approval for 
the release of eight Bumiputra 
reserved units. What this means is – 
house buyers will have 8 more units 
of various sizes and layout to choose 
from. We will continue to get more 
units released (in stages), to offer 
the best deals to our customers.  

Progress Report
As at January 2016, all concrete casting 
work at Urbana Residences is now 
finished. Standing tall at the podium 
is the Lookout Cubes structure, 
while soil filling and finishing work are 

I

by Victor Lee Executive Director, 
Weida Properties Sdn Bhd

External façade : contemporary clean lines
gives a modern appearance

underway at surrounding landscape 
areas, to be completed in April. 

Happening concurrently are internal 
plastering (level 15), skim coating (level 
13), floor / wall tile laying (level 12), 
as well as brick work and door frame 
installation at all completed units. 

Meanwhile, at the external façade, 
plastering is on-going, in tandem with 
the installation of aluminium frame 
and window glazing. With Tenaga 
Nasional Berhad (TNB) equipment in 
place, cabling works has started as 
well as the installation of heater and 
air-conditioning units at level 7 and 12.   

Batik Art
Our feature article this time is on 
Batik, a traditional fabric that is 
synonymous with Malaysia. While 
batik itself is iconic, the skilled 
craftsmen needed to make it are 
increasingly hard to find. 

Batik as an art form was revived in 
2003 and gained international 
recognition under the patronage of 
the late Datin Paduka Seri Endon 
Mahmood, wife of former Prime 
Minister, Datuk Seri Abdullah Haji 
Ahmad Badawi. 

Turn to page 4 and 5 for the full 
story on the origin of batik, 
production techniques and uses. 
This will be the first of an on-going 
batik feature in subsequent issues. 
Stay tuned.

GONG XIGONG XI
FA CAI!FA CAI!

Wishing You
A Very Happy
and Successful

Year Ahead
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atik is an ancient art form of wax 
resist dyeing. The word 'Batik' 

come from the Javanese amba ('to 
write') and titik ('dot' or 'point')

The traditional process involves 
applying wax and dyes to fabric to 
achieve intricate and colourful 
patterns. Batik is a crafted fabric 
that needs to undergo the delicate 
and repeated process of waxing, 
dyeing and boiling.

Wax Resist Dyeing
Batik is a “resist” process for making 
designs on fabric. A removable wax is 
used to cover specific parts of the 
fabric. Wherever the wax has seeped 
through the fabric, the dye will not 
penetrate, leaving “blank” areas in 
the dyed fabric. 

A beeswax / paraffin combination is 
commonly used as the beeswax will 
hold to the fabric while the paraffin 
wax will allow cracking, which is a 
characteristic of batik. 

The melted wax is applied in a design 
or pattern before the cloth is dipped 
in dye or painted. To make the marble 
paper effect, the wax is deliberately 
cracked before placing the cloth in 
the dye bath. The dye seeps into the 
tiny cracks and creates fine lines. 
Once the dye has dried, the wax is 
pulled up or boiled off, exposing the 
previous colour and design. 

The more colours a batik fabric has, 
the more times it has been through 
the process of applying wax, dyeing, 
and drying, then removing the wax.  

B

Ancient Art of 
PAINTING 
IN WAX

The final stage is the removal of wax 
residue and the fixing of colours, by 
dipping the cloth into boiling water 
to dissolve the wax, and then rinsing 
the cloth in cold water.

Many Uses of Batik 

In ancient times, Batik cloth was 
primarily used to make garments worn 
by royalty and aristocrats, as creating 
batik is a very time consuming craft. 
Batik has since evolved and is now 
used for furnishing fabric, tablecloths, 
bedspreads and other decorative items.  

In Malaysia, batik is endorsed as a 
national dress and is widely used at 
formal functions in the country. 
Batik is featured in the uniforms of 
three Southeast Asian national 
airlines -Singapore Airlines, Garuda 
Indonesia and Malaysian Airlines.  
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Batik designs can be found on a 
variety of items, not just silk shirts, 
tops and skirts. Used as decoration, 
it can be found on pens, photo frames, 
book covers, bags, notebooks, bottle 
warmers and souvenirs.

Batik as an Art
From a handicraft, batik has acquired 
the status of an art. Batik as an art 
form is quite spontaneous, opening up 
new vistas of creative form. No longer 
confined to dresses and tailored 
garments, modern batik is livelier 
and brighter in the form of murals, 

Batik production techniques can generally be divided into 3 types:

a) Tjanting (tulis)                                              

A pen-like tool filled with hot wax, the tjanting is used to apply hot liquid 
wax that seeps out from a small pipe spout onto the cloth, to outline 
design pattern. Colours are then painted on the cloth and the process of 
the waxing, dyeing and boiling will be repeated over and over to create 
complex multicoloured designs. The process can take up to weeks 
depending on the intricacy of the pattern, which is why hand painted batik 
is so highly valued.

b) Cap (block printing)                       

Wax is applied directly onto the cloth using soldered tin or copper strips 
block impressed with certain designs. The block, or "chop", is placed into 
hot wax and then hand stamped onto the fabric. When the wax is dry the 
fabric is dyed. Then the wax is removed and the pattern is visible.

c) Silk screening (screen printing)

Different screens are used according to the colours and patterns desired. 
The wax is applied onto the cloth using these screens. This printing 
method is used for mass production of batik for commercial purposes.

Origin of Batik 
2000BC – traces of batik (dye resistance 
patterns on cloth) found in cloth used to wrap 
mummies in ancient Egyptian tombs

17th Century – first introduced to Europe by the 
Dutch who colonised Java, Indonesia

1835 - first batik factory opened in the Dutch 
city of Leiden. 

19th Century – Introduced to Malaysia by 
Javanese immigrants. Batik reached its highest 
artistic expression in South East Asia, 
particularly in Indonesia and Malaysia.

20th Century - invention of copper stamps, called caps or tjaps, to speed 
up the process of applying wax to the fabric.

1920s – Javanese batik makers introduced the use of wax and copper 
blocks to Malaysia's east coast

wall hangings, paintings, bags, and 
scarves. 

Batik paintings produced using the 
tjanting technique has become a 
highly accomplished art form. Gaining 
popularity in recent years, Batik 
paintings now grace many homes 
and offices. Like oil-on-canvas, each 
Batik painting is a unique distinctive 
work of art and can make your house 
or office unique and inviting.

Handmade 
Batik Monkey 
available at 
Kia Klemenz 
Gifts & Souvenirs, 
Botanical Garden, 
Kuala Lumpur 

a)a)a)

b)b)b)



FITTING OUT
URBANA RESIDENCES 

he selection of loose furniture 
for the common areas in Urbana 

Residences started way back in 
October 2015. The collaborative 
effort by Weida Properties’ Design 
and Cost & Contracts team reaffirms 
our commitment to deliver on our 
promise of lasting quality, innovation 
and good value.  

To this end, the teams have been 
visiting showrooms and furniture 
factories to inspect and evaluate 
every single piece of furniture under 
consideration. Though it was 
challenging, we managed to source 
suppliers for the swinging cocoons, 
who were able to meet the quality 
and functionality desired.  

While inspecting the sample ‘swing 
cocoon’, the teams checked on the 
dimensions, weight tolerance and 
swing angle. To test the durability of a
Lounger, two team members bounced
on the sample before declaring it 
worthy. This stringent process is 
necessary as the quality and material
composition can only be properly 
assessed by taking a closer look.

At the same time, the teams also 
looked at other indoor and outdoor 
furniture available, to match Urbana’s
modern contemporary theme. 

For outdoor seat cushions, the 
teams were given a demonstration 
on ‘dryfast’ foam’s unique 
characteristic compared to regular 
foam. The open cell structure of 

T
Stringent Inspections to Ensure Highest Quality 

Relaxing in a cocoon

Inspecting the various designs
to match Urbana's concept 

The teams deep in discussion with supplier

Cocoon frame and close-up 
of weave material

‘dryfast’ foam allows water to pass 
through freely, letting the cushion 
dry quickly, even after complete 
saturation. 

This sort of detail and care will be 
adhered to throughout the sourcing 
process. The teams will continue to 
inspect and evaluate more samples 
before finalising the selection. 
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Travel Broadens Our Horizon
We all look forward to going on 
holiday for a well-deserved break 
and to spend quality time with our 
loved ones. At the same time, we get 
to discover new places, experience 
different cultures and taste new 
dishes while indulging in activities 
we enjoy.

Holidays are Good for Your 
Mind and Body
Working hard is important, but so is 
taking time to rest and recuperate.

Going on holiday not only makes you 
feel good while you're there - you 
reap the health benefits for months. 
Research shows that going on 
holiday improves sleep, cuts blood 
pressure and even helps weight 
loss. When we return, we are 
happier, more rested and less 
stressed. These benefits continue 
post-vacation and can last for 
months afterwards. 

Making Travel Easy
There is also the practical side of 
travelling. We need a luggage bag to 
store all our belongings, and a 
baggage tag for easy identification. 
These little identifying tags can be 
the single thing that stands between 
you and your luggage getting lost for 
good.  

Holidays are meant to be enjoyed to 
the fullest. With this in mind, Weida 
Properties came up with a luggage 
tag as a travel gift for Urbana owners. 
The customised luggage tag comes 
with an ID label and an easy to use 
adjustable strap to fit any luggage. 
The bold colour will help you spot 
your bag easily and quickly. It will 
also prevent other people from 
accidentally taking your bag. 

This is yet another practical gift that 
once again demonstrates Weida 
Properties’ thoughtfulness in 
providing simple solutions to 
everyday life.  

I must tell you it was a pleasant surprise 
to receive the luggage tag and birthday cake. 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank you and 
Weida for being so thoughtful in everything 

you have done for your home buyers. 
Keep up the good job! 

Weida is really making a difference!  

Bee Geok
Selangor 
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URBANA RESIDENCES
NEAR COMPLETION

n 15 January 2016, Weida 
Properties Sdn Bhd conducted 

a roof “topping up” ceremony to 
signify the near completion of its 
maiden project, Urbana Residences.

The pioneering achievement was 
officiated by Weida (M) Bhd 
Executive Chairman Dato’ Lee 
Choon Chin, Weida Properties Sdn 
Bhd Executive Director Mr Victor Lee, 
and Panflex Sdn Bhd Director 
Mr Chuah Tek Beng. The project 
is expected to be completed in 
October this year.

“The topping up ceremony marks a 
significant milestone for Weida 
Properties and is a fitting occasion 
to acknowledge the collaborative 
effort by all parties involved in this 
project. It is indeed a proud moment 
for all of us here to see the result of 
all the careful planning and precise 
execution that has gone into the 
development,” said Victor Lee, 
Executive Director of Weida 
Properties.

A single block of service apartments 
16-storeys high with four wings, Urbana 
Residences offers a total of 356 units 
with a choice of two-bedroom and three 
-bedroom units in 9 different layout 
styles. Typical units come with built-up 

O

Swimming pool base ready for tilingThe fully appointed kitchen in a typical unit Soil filling and landscape finishing work
at the Lookout Cubes

Near completion : Weida Properties Sdn Bhd Executive Director Victor Lee, 
Weida (M) Bhd Group Executive Chairman, Dato’ Lee Choon Chin, and Panflex Sdn Bhd 

Director Mr Chuah Tek Beng topping up Urbana Residences

areas ranging from 807 sf – 1,205 
sf while duplex units are between 
1,205 sf – 2,033 sf. 

Located in upmarket Ara Damansara 
with good connectivity to major 
highways, Urbana Residences will 
appeal to first time home buyers, 
starter families and young 
professionals. Also available are 
selected dual key units suitable for 
multi-generational families who want 

to stay together yet maintain their 
privacy. Urbana Residences 
experienced a 90% take-up rate 
within a month of its launch in 2013. 

The topping up ceremony was 
followed by a site inspection of the 
mock up units and Facilities deck at 
Level 5, to observe progress, 
presentation and quality.  

Upon a closer look of the still-in 
-progress swimming pool, gym, 
children’s play area and Lookout 
Cubes, Weida (M) Bhd Group  Executive 
Chairman, Dato’ Lee Choon Chin has 
this to say 
“I am already impressed with what I 
am seeing now. It can only get better 
and Urbana owners will be able to 
enjoy the extensive facilities and 
unique features of this development."
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